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CORE FRENCH: AN OVERVIEW FOR PARENTS

JOIN CPF
Canadian Parents for French is a non-profit,member-driven
association working with,and for,French-second-language
students and their families in communities across Canada.

CPF PROVIDES:

•games,activities,contests and summer camps for children;
•information and resources,discounts and special offers for

parents;and
•advocacy support for French-second-language education.

By joining CPF,you will be taking a more active part in the
education and personal growth ofyour child while
contributing to the vitality ofCanada’s linguistic duality.

This brochure has been prepared as an overview ofcore French programs
in Canada.Additional information is available from your local Chapter
or provincial or territorial Branch ofCanadian Parents for French.

I DON’T KNOW FRENCH MYSELF. CAN I STILL HELP MY CHILD?
Don’t worry;there is no expectation that parents will be able to
understand or speak French.However,there are many things
you can do to ensure your child’s second-language experience
is both positive and lasting.

Encouragement is the key.Be supportive and enthusiastic.
Research shows that students whose parents have positive
attitudes to French do better in core French programs.Turn
the tables – let your child teach you French! This will build his
or her confidence and self-esteem.

You can also help your child by exposing him or her to French
language and culture outside the school.Any activity that allows
use ofthe language builds skill,vocabulary and confidence.

•Get to know your child’s teacher,and participate in parent-
teacher interviews.

•Borrow,rent or buy French-language books and videos
(almost all community libraries will either have some,or
can order them.)

•Watch French-language television with your child.
•Tune into French-language radio when your child is at home.
•Encourage extracurricular and community activities 

that bring your child in contact with the French language
and culture.

•Read to your child in English to foster a love oflanguage.
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WHAT SHOULD PARENTS LOOK FOR IN A
CORE FRENCH PROGRAM?
The ideal core French program should:
•Start as early as possible in the elementary grades and

continue through to the end ofsecondary school.
•Deliver a minimum of30 to 40 minutes ofdaily instruction

by grade three or four.
•Be taught by teachers

fluent in French,and
trained in second-
language
education.

•Use French as
the predomi-
nant language
in the class-
room.

•Encourage students
to actively participate
in tasks and projects.

•Provide access to books,audio-visual materials and
computer programs in the French language.

WHAT IS “CORE FRENCH”?
Core French—also known as basic French,or French 
as a second language—is taught as one subject within a
school’s curriculum.

Provinces/territories,school boards and individual
schools all have a hand in shaping core French programs.
Therefore,the particular grade at which core French is

introduced varies,as does the amount ofclassroom time
and intensity ofinstruction.

Two and a halfmillion elementary and secondary students
are studying in core French programs.They are an impressive
testament to the value oflearning more than one language—
here in Canada,and in an ever more interconnected world.

WHAT ARE THE GOALS OF 
CORE FRENCH INSTRUCTION?
The goals for a high school graduate ofcore French include
language knowledge,basic communications skills and an
appreciation ofFrench culture in Canada and beyond.

Core French programs would be unrecognizable to parents
who remember the rote learning and drills oftheir own
French classes.Language skills are now taught through
themes based on the child’s own interests and experiences.
Learning activities focus as much on listening and speaking as
on reading and writing.

Today’s core French programs encourage students to use
their linguistic and cultural knowledge to communicate in
real-life situations.

WHAT CAN MY CHILD EXPECT TO LEARN
FROM CORE FRENCH?
Core French should prepare students for basic communication,
balancing grammar,vocabulary and pronunciation.Children
should acquire a core knowledge ofthe language.

Like any other subject,the learning ofa second language
depends a great deal on the amount ofinstruction time,as
well as the interest,effort and ability ofthe individual student.

After participating in a quality core French program
through high school,a student should be able to:
•Understand key ideas ofwritten materials 

on familiar subjects.
•Follow oral instructions.
•Take part in simple conversations on everyday topics.
•Write short messages and letters.
•Appreciate the cultures ofFrench-speaking people.

Graduates should have a good foundation from which to
pursue fluency through post-secondary courses or by living
for a time in a French-speaking environment.

WHAT IS “EXTENDED” OR “ENRICHED”
CORE FRENCH?
Extended or enriched core French is geared for students who
already have a basic skill level and are interested in improving
their oral fluency and expression in written French.

There are many variants ofextended core French.It may
involve teaching an additional subject such as history or
geography in French,or a more intensive version ofthe regular
core French course.

IF MY CHILD SHOWS A PARTICULAR
INTEREST IN LEARNING MORE IN FRENCH,
CAN I SWITCH HIM OR HER FROM CORE
FRENCH INTO AN IMMERSION PROGRAM?
Some school boards offer options that permit core French
students to enroll in French immersion.For instance,Middle
French Immersion (MFI) programs generally start no later
than grade four or five.Similarly,Late French Immersion (LFI)
programs normally begin by grade six or seven.

Contact your local school board to see ifMFI or LFI
programs are offered in your community.Or,visit the Member’s
Corner ofthe CPF website for a listing ofimmersion and
extended core programs offered in every province and territory.

CPF MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
CPF allows one or two adults per family as voting members.

NEW MEMBERSHIP 
RENEWAL:Membership #_____________ Change of Address

MEMBER INFORMATION

NAME:
First Member’s Surname (Given name)Second Member’s Surname (Given name)

STREET:CITY:

PROVINCE:POSTAL CODE:

HOME PHONE: (      )WORK PHONE: (      )

FAX: (      )E-MAIL:

SCHOOL BOARD:

SCHOOL(S):

LOCAL CPF CHAPTER/SECTION:

I understand that the personal information collected on this form is for the purpose
of forwarding various newslettters and other mailings related to FSLmatters as well
as fundraising materials. Occasionally, the CPF membership list may be made
available to other groups/agencies to offer members special benefits or education-
related information. Use of the list will be carefully regulated and only permitted
under a contract specifying confidentiality and one-time authorization. 
If you do NOTwish to receive mailings other than directly from CPF, 
PLEASE CHECK THIS BOX

MEMBERSHIP FEE

BEST VALUE!3 year - $60.00$
1 year - $25.00$
Donation*$
Total (No GST)$

65% of your membership fee supports the activities of your local Chapter, 25%
supports CPF's work at the Branch Level and 10% goes to CPF National to par-
tially cover processing costs.

DONATION PLEASE DESIGNATE TO: ______________________________
Your gift in support of CPF is welcomed and appreciated. Alldonations are
important to us. However, due to cost, we will issue tax receipts in January of
the following year only to donors who have made donations of more than $10,
unless a receipt for a lesser amount is specifically requested.
CPF Charitable Reg.No. 11883 5131 RR0001

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

FOR PAYMENT BY:VISAMasterCardCheque Enclosed

NAME ON CARD:

CARD #:EXPIRY DATE:

SIGNATURE:

Return to:
CANADIAN PARENTS FOR FRENCH
176 Gloucester Street, Suite 310
Ottawa, Ontario  K2P 0A6


